
IN LOVING MEMORY OF

KEM LEY

ACTIVIST - POLITICAL ANALYST - HUSBAND AND 
FATHER

1970 -2016



REMEMBERING
KEM LEY

HIS LIFE'S WORK & LEGACY

Early Life

Grassroots Democratic Party

100 Days With Khmer Families Campaign

Activism and Political Commentary

Continuing The Work of Kem Ley



BECOMING KEM LEY
A Look into Kem Ley's Early Years: 
Youth and Education

Image Provided by Kem Ley Foundation Facebook 



The Grassroots 
Democracy Party (GDP)
An Independent Political Party



100 Days 
With Khmer 

Families 
Campaign

everyone

Image Provided by Kem Ley Foundation Facebook

uncovering the strife, inequality, and human 

rights abuses the people experience because of 

land grabs



UNDERSTANDING

THE KEM LEY CASE 
SEEKING JUSTICE TO BRING PEACE



MURDER IN PLAINSIGHT



KEM LEY:
A CASE 
STUDY

EDUCATION & CREDIBILITY

PUTTING IN THE WORK

THE FINAL STRAW
SEEING THE WHOLE 

PICTURE



"KILLING A WELL-KNOWN INTELLECTUAL WAS 
LIKE SENDING A MESSAGE TO THE PUBLIC 

THAT TOO MUCH EDUCATION IS NOT A GOOD 
THING IN CAMBODIA" 

HANG VUTHIKA

MA PUBLIC POLICY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF NOTTINGHAM IN ENGLAND



KEM LEY:
A CASE 
STUDY

SUPPORT FOR KEM LEY IN 

THE PRESENT

REOPENING THE CASE

& CONTINUING A LEGACY

no resolution yet

CONTINUED



STAKEHOLDERS 
AND MEMBERS 
OF INTEREST

WHO CAN HELP TIE 
TOGETHER THE TRUTH OUETH ANG

CALTEX OIL

HUN SEN AND THE 

CAMBODIAN 

GOVERNMENT



TRACKING
PATTERNS
Evidence Hidden in 

Plainsight

1 2

3 4



THUN BUN LY (1996) OM RADSADY (2003) SAM BUNTHOEUN (2003)

TYING IT ALL TOGETHER



CHEA VICHEA (2004) CHUT WUTTY (2012) KEM LEY (2016)

TYING IT ALL TOGETHER



WITNESSES

CCTV EVIDENCE

THE GAPS & EVIDENCE TO CONSIDER IN THE KEM LEY CASE

CCTV EVIDENCE CONT.



$3000 OWED? $3000 

NOT EVEN BORROWED

PUNISHMENT FOR 

SUPPORT OF KEM LEY

THE GAPS & EVIDENCE TO CONSIDER IN THE KEM LEY CASE



KEM LEY'S LEGACY
BRINGING JUSTICE TO THE CAMBODIAN PEOPLE - ADVOCATING FOR HUMAN RIGHTS - INSPIRING MILLIONS AROUND THE WORLD



HOW DO WE CONTINUE 
KEM LEY'S WORK?

TAKING THE NEXT STEPS 

TO MAKE HUMAN RIGHTS A PRIORITY AND 

PROVIDE JUSTICE TO THE CAMBODIAN PEOPLE



THE STRATEGY FOR ACTION
THE ROLE OF THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS, MEMBER 
STATES, AND NGOs IN CONTINUING KEM LEY'S WORK 

UNDERSTAND

KEM LEY

HOLDING THE 

CAMBODIAN

GOVERNMENT

ACCOUNTABLE

IMPLICATIONSTHE STATE OF

CAMBODIA

CONTEXT



CONTEXT

HOW CAMBODIAN 

POLITICS CAME TO BE

CPP has been scrutinized for a 

record of strenuous action to maintain 

power.



THE STATE OF 
CAMBODIA

WHAT YOU NEED TO 

KNOW ABOUT 

CAMBODIA TODAY

control media and 

social media, prohibit or restrict 

distribution of information



UNDERSTAND 
KEM LEY'S CASE

WHAT YOU NEED TO 

KNOW ABOUT KEM 

LEY AND HIS CAUSE

why a high profile 

political analyst was murdered

called for governmental 

transparency



HOLDING THE
CAMBODIAN 
GOVERNMENT
ACCOUNTABLE

EXERCISING THEIR ROLE AS UNITED 

STATES CONGRESS MEMBERS,  

MEMBER STATES,  AND NGOS

raise issue 

sanctions

Cut off trade



IMPLICATIONS

WHAT THE ACTIONS OF THE 

UNITED STATES CONGRESS,  

MEMBER STATES,  AND NGOS 

MEAN



THE KEM LEY CASE WILL BE REVISITED 

MARCH 2021 AT THE UN SESSION ON THE 

INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON CIVIL 

AND POLITICAL RIGHTS

THE INTERNATIONAL 

CAMBODIAN COMMUNITY IS 

REVIVING THE KEM LEY CASE

KEM LEY IS A SYMBOL FOR 

CHANGE IN CAMBODIA

WORKING AGAINST THE 

EMERGENCY POWERS ACT

REASON FOR INTERNATIONAL 

INTERVENTION

INCREASING AND KEEPING THE 

MOMENTUM FOR CHANGE IN 

CAMBODIA

FACTORS TO RECOGNIZE



WIPE YOUR TEARS; CONTINUE YOUR 
JOURNEY

KEM LEY


